





‘City Agencies That Provide Meals 


Bissell Centre 

10527-96 Street 423-2285 

Sunday 12:00 -1:30 p.m., sandwiches and 
snacks after church service 

Monday to Thursday - 

10:30 a.m, — sandwiches 

Tuesday and Friday - noon — hot lunch for 
women 

Friday 9:45 a.m. — sandwiches 


Christ Church 12116-102 Avenue 488-1118 
5:30 meal every 3rd Saturday of the month 


Herb Jamieson Centre 10014-105A Avenue 
429-3470 

Only for men who are not on assistance. If on 
assistance, they must get permission form 
their worker 

Monday to Friday — 7:00 to 7:45 breakfast 
12:00 to 12:45 p.m. lunch 
5:00 to 5:45 p.m. supper 
11:00 to 11:45 am. brunch 
4:00 to 4:45 p.m. supper 


Weekends 


Edmonton Inner City Victory Church 
-10665-98 Street 
Friday 7:00 to 8:00 meal 


House of Refuge Mission 
-10339-95 Street 
Daily-8:00 p.m. meal 
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J-Jirel Mission Soup Kitchen - East 
11905- 82 Street 489-9138 
Wednesday and Sunday 4:00 p.m. meal 









ion Soup Kitchen - west 
-150 Street 489-9138 

- 4:00 p.m. meal 

10:00 a.m. meal 


ase 


Marian Centre 

10528-98 Street 424-3544 

Daily except Wednesday 

12:00 to 12:45 p.m. meal 

Closed from the 27th of each month to re- 
open the Ist of next month 


Mustard Seed 

10636-96 Street 

426-5600 

Monday to Friday 7:00 to 8:00 supper 
Zero tolerance of alcohol 


Operation Friendship 
9526-106 Avenue 429-2626 
Monday to Friday - 9:00 a.m. breakfast 
Monday to Sunday — 12:00 noon lunch 
5:00 p.m. supper 
for seniors 55 and over only 


Red Road Healing Society 

4225-118 Avenue 471-3220 

Tuesday and Thursday — 5:00 p.m. meal 
Friday — 12:00 to 1:00 soup and bannock 


River of Life Church 

11368-95 Street 479-6762 
Thursday and Friday — 

11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. lunch 


Robertson Wesley United Church 
10209 - 123 Street 482-1587 
Second Saturday of each month - 
5:00 p.m. meal 


Sai Sadan 
9619-101 Avenue upstairs 
Wednesday —- 6:00 p.m. meal 


Salvation Army 
9620-101A Avenue 
Friday — 7:30 a.m. 


242-9222 
breakfast 


St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
















9606= 110 Avenue 426-1122 - 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday — 7:00 to 
9:00 a.m. _ breakfast 


St. Faith’s Anglican 
11725-93.Street — parish half 
477-5931 

Thursday —- 12;30 p.m. soup 
Saturday - 8:30 to 10:00 a.m. 
3rd Friday of the month — 7:00 


breakfast 
supper 


Victory Café and Soup Bar 
13411- Fort Road 
Monday — 5:30 to 6:45 meal 


Women’s Emergency Accommodation 
Centre 

9611-101A Avenue 423-5302 

Meals for women staying at the shelter. If not, 
a bag lunch is given. 


Edmonton Orthodox Reformed Church 
11610 — 95A St. 

Worship Services 10AM & 6PM Sunday 
Mondays 6:15 Youth Gym Night 
Thursdays 6:15 Soup & Study — Free! 
Info: Pete Wright — 479-1860 
www.orcurc.org 


B's Diner -100 Street and Whyte Avenue - 
meals, Wednesdays 1 to 3 p.m. 


Jasper Place Health and Wellness Centre - 
15210-Stoney Plain road - meals - Mondays 7 
to 8 p.m. 


Free Soup, sandwich and other food Items at: 
One Accord Bible F Baptist Church 

10802 - 93rd street, 

from: 

10:00 to 1:00 pm 

Saturdays 

for Info: 425-6310 

or 710-6311 
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Housing 101 








Editorial: 


Not homeless people but homelessness needs to be eradicated 

















For many 
Edmontonians, and 
Edmonton business- 
es, homeless people 
are seen as an 
unwelcome nuisance 
that makes people 
feel uncomfortable 
or scares off cus- 

__ tomers. 
Unfortunately, we 
live in a society were 
being homeless is 
not seen as an 
acceptable way to live, and where it is com- 
mon practice to blame the victim. It is time 
for us to take our eyes off the complex web 
of problems surrounding lives lived in public 
view on the streets, and to turn the search- 
light upon the perpetrators of this lifestyle. 
For every victim, there is also an abuser, 
someone who has misused his or her power 
most often to promote self-interest. 

When it comes to homelessness, we 
have to look no further than our federal and 
provincial governments. When the Klein gov- 
ernment disemboweled the welfare system, 
slashing welfare rates, and making welfare 
inaccessible to many of the people most in 
need of the services, the result was an 
increase in the number of homeless people. 
Even giving people bus fare to send them out 
of province to Vancouver did little to 
decrease the street population — it has 
increased steadily. Add to that the large 
number of affordable housing units we have 
lost when many of the old apartment build- 
ings, rooming housing and hotels were con- 
demned and subsequently demolished, and 
we find a decrease that the units of afford- 
able housing being built has done little to 
alleviate. 

Affordable housing is often still too 
expensive for the person on social assistance 
where the allowance for housing is $193 per 
month for an employable adult who receives 
approximately $400 a month. The persons 
who came up with that budget must have 
been looking at housing costs from Ralph 
Klein’s youth. The minimum wage has not 
kept pace with the increase in housing costs, 
so even many of the working poor are not 
able to find housing. This means shelters are 
filled over capacity almost every night. The 
government placing ads in newspapers 
across Canada asking people to come out to 
Alberta to find employment has also resulted 
in an increased number of homeless people 
on the streets as the vacancy rate has 
decreased and rental rates have increased. 
Add to that the mental health patients who 
are no longer institutionalized, and the 
increasing urban Aboriginal population as 
Native people move into the city from 
reserves that cannot sustain them. 
Aboriginal leaders believe that by 2010, 
Edmonton will have the largest urban 
Aboriginal population in Canada. 


If a homeless person acts in a fash- 
ion that is unacceptable to mainstream 
housed society, it is because he or she is 
acting in a manner consistent with the per- 
son he or she has become as a victim of a 
system that has made little provision to meet 
his or her needs and has steadily eroded 
available supports and systems. Survival 
become paramount, and people find creative 
ways survive, developing a whole subculture 
with a web of interchange and adaptations. 

Homelessness is one reason why are 
there so many people drunk in public places, 
sometimes obnoxious and even threatening, 
as they panhandle, because they do not have 
homes in which to be drunk. and obnoxious. 
When our ex- premier Ralph Klein drank, it 
was not a problem until he appeared drunk 
in a public place, throwing money around 
the Herb Jamieson Shelter. By his own 
admission, he had a problem with alcohol 
and was drunk numerous other times, but 
wasn't picked up by the police because he 
was not a public nuisance, even though he 
showed just how obnoxious his behaviour 
could be when under the influence. He had a 
home to be drunk inside. 

We need to stop trying to fix the 
effect, and to eradicate the causes when 
dealing with homelessness. Instead of 
bemoaning the sometimes disgusting behav- 
iours of our publicly inebriated homeless 
population, we need to work towards raising 
the welfare rates so people can afford hous- 
ing, to provide more affordable housing, and 
to provide more housing like Urban Manor 
and the Nalta Project that is specifically 
designed to meet the need of those who 
struggle with addictions to alcohol and or 
drugs. We also need to make supports and 
services available to people who are not 
housed and who do not have addresses. In 
cities like San Francisco, you can get food 
stamps to purchase food even without an 
address. In Alberta, you can get no help from uc 
the welfare system unless you have an 
address to prove you are a resident even if 
hundreds of people can witness that you have 
lived in a back alley or a car or elsewhere in 
the city for the past ten years. People with- 
out homes are real people, they exist, and 
need to be provided for where they actually 
live. 

We need to be realists, not ideal- 
ists. In dealing squarely with reality, we have - 
to find ways to co-exist with one another, 
implement harm reduction programs, and to 
work towards digging up the root causes. 

Change will take time even if our new 
premier has the will to make changes. And it 
is our responsibility to present him with the 
facts and figures in such a way that he will 
see that homelessness is not only unaccept- 
able for those who are not housed, but costly 
to every Albertan, because maintaining a 
person on the street is very costly in health 
care and policing. 





Taking action? Or going through the motions? 


At the end of December 2006 Premier Ed 
Stelmach told his Municipal Affairs and 
Housing Minister, Ray Danyluk, to make 
affordable housing a top priority in his min- 
istry. The first priority on the premier's agen- 
da: 

¢ Establish a Housing Task Force to 
develop a plan to increase the availability of 
affordable housing. (From Stelmach's man- 
date letter to Danyluk, http: //premier.alber- 
ta.ca/pics/Municipal_Affairs_and_Housing.p 
df). 

On February 1, 2007, the government 
announced the creation of the Alberta 
Affordable Housing Task Force. "The task 
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force is responsible for finding short- and 
long-term housing solutions that will improve 
Albertans’ quality of life. It will present its 
recommendations to government in March," 
according to the announcement. 

The premier earns full marks for doing 
the right thing, so far. There isn't much more 
to be said until the task force produces it 
report and the government says what it will 
do with it. Many a task force report sits on a 
shelf, gathering dust. 

The task force's definition of "affordable" 
in relation to housing will be critical. Will it 
include those living at below or just above 
Statistics Canada's poverty line? Or will it 






concentrate on those earning, say, $40,000 
to $60,000, who can't afford housing in the 
current boom market? 

Edmonton councilor Karen Leibovici is on 
the task force. Councilor Leibovici represents 
Ward 1, which includes some the wealthiest 
neighbourhoods in Edmonton and some of 
the poorest, mainly in the areaonce known 
as Jasper Place. See 

Contact Councilor Leibovici at 2nd Floor, 
City Hall, 1 Sir Winston Churchill Square, 
Edmonton, AB_ T5J 2R7; phone: (780) 496- _ 
8120; Fax: (780) 496-8113 oe 

By Allan Shep} 













No housing available 
for homeless family 


Although he has income from 
Employment Insurance, Leon Mossewah was 
unable to find housing for himself and his 
son when he came to Edmonton from Saddle 
Lake with his two children, a daughter, 12, 
and a son,, 11, to attend a tradesman pro- 
gram. His daughter has since been placed in 
foster care, but he and his son have been 
able to stay with friends. 

“It’s hard for me,” said Moosewah. “I 
don’t have enough money for a damage 
deposit.” He added that the people who have 
been most willing to help him out are those 
whoa re themselves living in poverty. 


A Seasoned Friend 


Thomas Robillard first became known to 
me through common friends at Strathcona 
Baptist Church. Thomas is also good friends 
with Bob, Brenda and Linda at B's Diner. I 
have been enjoying getting to know Thomas 
among other friends and relatives at the 
church and at the diner and in many adven- 
tures. These include walks, rides, visits, 
appointments, celebrations, community 
lunches, birthday parties, games, songs, 
Saturdays at the Farmer's Market and 
moments at the warming center.Thomas 
enjoys friendships and especially knowing a 
few people very well. He tends to be an 


encouraging person who at the right moment 


thinks of just the right thing to say or do, 
often something ludicrous. At karaoke at B's 
Diner, when words in a song were "Lay it on 


the line," Thomas lay it on the wire line to the 


microphone. He can be really enthusiastic. 
Thomas is also a good listener and can enjoy 
friends or solitude in relaxed quiet, 
too.Thomas likes to read a variety of litera- 
ture from comics to thick adventure books, 
and he likes to visit libraries. Thomas has 
written poetry that was in Edmonton Street 
News. He has also enjoyed the artistry in 
restoration in auto body work. Thomas com- 
pleted grade 11 with awards such as most 
improved student in Athabasca.This last 
Christmas, Thomas celebrated the season 
with his sister and family in Athabasca. He 
has young nephews and neices there. He 
also had opportunity to read some westerns 


over the holiday.While Thomas likes celebrat- 


ing the Christmas Season with family, 
friends, candycane lane and carols (and that 
snow brushes off unlike rain), he is especial- 
ly passionate about outdoors in God's warm 
summer wonder world. He is observant. 
Knowing Thomas adds a lot of joy, caring, 
variety, humor and color of character to 
friends' lives. Friends that get to know 
Thomas get glad our paths criss-cross. 


Ginger Ekstom 


Homelessness, 


I have a friend whose speech is very slow. 
She’s very aware that people treat her differ- 
ent because of it. It makes it hard for her to 
get a job and a home to live in. She tries to 
stay patient with people. They don’t know 
any better. One night she was followed by a 
man, for many blocks. She started to walk 
very quickly. So did he. When she turned a 
corner or crossed the road, he did too. She 
was scared but kept her head. She called out 
to him to stop following her and when he 
didn’t, she called for help. When police 
arrived she was trembling and crying from 
both the fear of being followed and the relief 
of the police coming to her rescue. The officer 
asked her her name to which she replied, 
“Wannnnn-daaaa”. Instantly, she was viewed 
as mentally dysfunctional, was arrested for 
causing a disturbance, and her protest land- 
ed her in a mental institute for two months. 
She lost her apartment and her job and 
ended up homeless again. It’s enough to 
make you nuts. 

Often it is the people who struggle the 
most to figure things out, who end up having 
to deal with the most challenging circum- 
stances and red tape. Ken is manic depres- 
sive. It prevents him from living a regular 
life. He can’t manage his manage his 
finances, so had to live on the streets. He 
went to a psychiatrist, hoping to enter into a 
mental health program. Because he had no 
home at the time, he was classified as anti- 
social and refused services. Eventually a 
neighbor discovered his predicament and 
gave him a home. One month after moving in 
he was accepted into the mental health pro- 
grams that originally denied him. His warm 
and friendly personality won over the health 
providers right off. Ken’s mental health and 


a Collective Act 


sociability had not changed, only his housing 
status did. 

Darlene was depressed so her doctor put 
her on anti-depressants. They made her 
lethargic and she lost her ambition to do 
much. She wanted off the drugs. She con- 
tacted a social worker about the matter, who 
recommended that she go into a drug 
treatment program. “What’s that,” she asked, 
“and who will take care of my kids?” 

“We'll take care of that,” the social worker 
told her. “Sign here.” And she did. When she 
returned from the program the social worker 
told her that she had to take parenting class- 
es for three months before she would get her 
kids back. “Sign here,” she was told. And she 
did. 

Three months later she returned for her 
children. The social worker noticed that she 
was pregnant and told her, “With a new baby 
on the way, you can’t take care of the other 
kids, they will be put into foster homes. Sign 
here.” She didn’t. She got a lawyer instead. A 
year later she was out of money, out of hope, 
and out of the home that she could no longer 
afford. She ended up homeless and fell into 
drugs. Now, ten years later, she got herself 
off the streets. She now has new hopes. She 
plans to help girls in the sex trade find a new 
life, like she is doing right now. 

Many of the problems that people on the 
streets have to cope with are not initially 
their problems ~ at first. Often they begin as 
someone else’s problem, bias or short-sight- 
edness. Homelessness is a social crisis. We 
all have a responsibility to fix this problem of 
homelessness and consider how we play a 
hand in creating and sustaining it. Good 
luck to us all! 

Gail Kelly 





Comparison of Hunger in Nicaragua and in Edmonton 


I was asked a couple of weeks ago to 
speak for 10 minutes at a hunger lunch on 
Ash Wednesday (Feb. 21) at Maurice Lavallée 
school. The organizers thought I would speak 
about my experience with the poor in 
Nicaragua but I decided to try to open them to 
see the poor in Edmonton as well. 


Who is hungry in the world? In Nicaragua: 


Three quarters of the population receives less 
than the minimum level of alimentation for 
proper growth and development; about 49% 
of the population receives alimentation con- 
sidered "critically deficient of minimal stan- 
dards."In Edmonton: Food banks serve an 
average of 12,800 residents each monthWhy 
is there hunger?In Nicaragua: Because of 
poverty: 79% live on less than $2 a day and 
worse still, 455 have less than $1 a day 
Many do not have a job and many of those 
who do work full time do not earn enough to 
provide for their basic needs. The father of a 
family. I met earns $25 a month. None of his 
children attend school. In the capital, 
Managua, over a thousand persons, many of 
them children, work at the garbage dump, 
picking up whatever food they can find and 
whatever recyclables the middlemen who 
wait around will buy from them. In 
Edmonton: 24% live under the poverty line, 
40% of persons with disabilities are poor, 
60% of single-parent families are poor, 50% 
of newly arrived immigrants are poor, 60% of 
First Nations persons living in Edmonton are 
poor, and 26% of children in Edmonton are 
poor. Many persons who are poor work full- 
time. The minimum wage is just over half of 
what is needed in Edmonton to reach the 
poverty line. It's a systemic poverty. More 
than 5 millions Canadians are poor and so 


cannot feed themselves well.What do we do to 


combat poverty?In Nicaragua: Very little - in 
a village I visited, Infancy without Borders, 
an NGO from Spain, provides a lunch each 
weekday to children. This encourages fami- 
lies to send their children to preschool and 
primary school.In Edmonton: We do very lit- 
tle to fight hunger. There are the soup 


kitchens, food banks and special meals 
around holiday times. 

What are just and sustainable solutions 
to hunger? In Nicaragua: Fair Trade: Instead 
of funding large agricultural enterprises who 
produce for export, it would be better to cre- 
ate small enterprises where the landless 
could produce to feed themselves and at the 
same time sell the excessForty-four per cent 
of families in Nicaragua earn their living from 
agriculture. Much work in the coffee planta- 
tions where the rich landlord receives grants 
from the World Bank but in turn pays pitiful 
salaries to those who do the work. Other 
World Bank loans go to produce fruit and 
vegetables for export. These loans increase 
the debt Nicaragua owes to lenders. In the 
long run it is the poor who pay back these 
debts without ever having benefited from the 
loans. So often I have seen the miracles the 
poor can produce on a very small piece of 
land. Even the back yard is used to grow 
beans and: papaya.Canceling the debts and 
demand that the money saved be well spent 
to help the poorest! Nicaragua pays annually 
$400 million US for debt payment and inter- 
ests. $79 million would insure primary 
schooling for all. In 2006, one million school 
age children in Nicaragua did not attend 
school. $50 million would provide all essen- 
tial medication. Without debt payments, 
there still would be lots of money to fight 
hunger. Meanwhile, we can support 
Canadian NGOs that work in Nicaragua to 
assure access to basic needs such as water, 
education, and health. Change for Children 
is such local organization with many projects 
in Nicaragua.What are the solutions in 
Edmonton? Just salaries, social programs 
that allow one to live with dignity, pressuring 
the government to assure social justice, and 
support groups who work with Edmonton's 
poor such as the Mustard Seed, the Food 
Bank, the Bissell Centre and many, many 
others. 

By Cecily Mills 
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Sweatbox Incident to be investigated by RCMP 









 AORIGINA 


Native leaders hold a banner at City Hall to protest treatment of — 










tenia RIGHTS = 


Nossue peoples. 


EM RS | : : 
~ May 20, 2005 nine people were 

picked up by the Edmonton City 
Police in the Whyte Avenue area and 
driven to 127 Avenue and 82 Street 
in the Balwin neighbourhood. I spoke 
with several of the persons involved 
and printed a story in the June/July 
issue of Edmonton Street News about 
the incident. Sharol Penner, a board 
member for Edmonton Street News, 
saw the nine people sitting on the 
curb by Macdonald’s where they had 
been taken, with a couple of police 
officers. She said, ‘They looked like 
they were in school.” 

December 2006, Lawyer 
Tom Engel sent a copy of a letter he 
had written to Police Chief Boyd to 
Edmonton Street News. This letter 
was published in the January issue. 
Engel was asking for an investigation 
into the incident of May 2005. The 
only investigation by EPS officers into 
the incident was in response toa 
complaint by resident who was 





Dwayne Goodstriker, 
Lewis Cardinal from the 
Aboriginal Human Rights 
Commission, and Muriel 


| Stanley Venne spoke at 
i City Hall February 1, 
| claiming racism was at thay 


iB root of the sweatbox inci- § 
Ee dent. Be 









unhappy with favine nine ae 
dropped off in her neighbourhood. 
January 29, 2007, the 
Edmonton Journal published a story 
on what has been termed the 
"Sweatbox" incident. In a news con- 
ference the next day, Edmonton City 
Police Inspector Doucette said picking 
up homeless people who are inebriat- 
ed and transporting them elsewhere 
is in accordance with EPS policy. 
February 1, Native leaders 
including Muriel Stanley Venne, pres- 
ident of the Institute for the 
Advancement of Aboriginal Women, 
Lewis’ Cardinal, Director the 
Aboriginal Human Rights 
Commission, Dwayne Goodstriker 
and several others met at City Hall to 
protest the treatment of Aboriginal 
people in the 'sweatbox' incident 
because all but one of the nine per- 
sons involved are Aboriginal. 
Cardinal asked, “Has homelessness 
become such a crime that a person 


Homelessness and not policing to blame says Lowe 


Homelessness is the real problem 
that has to be addressed in Old Strathcona, 
not the local policing, says the director of the 
Old Strathcona Business Association, who 
questions the allegations that the police 
picked up nine people, held them against 
their will and left them in the Balwin neigh- 
bourhood. Shirley Lowe said, “I don’t for five 
minutes believe the police are just picking 
people up and dumping them elsewhere. 
There is no relocation policy. As far as peo- 
ple on the street, who are drunk and hostile, 
that’s a serious conflict. I think it went out 
of perspective. When we call the police, we 
expect them to do something about the situ- 
ation. The rich kids from Sherwood Park get 
dumped on their parents’ doorsteps. I think 
a lot of people ask to be taken to a certain 
place, and someone in the group may have 
asked to be driven to where they were 
dropped off. What do you do? The alternative 
is to put them through the justice system.” 

Lowe said that out of the 42 people, 
who are in Old Strathcona on a regular 
basis, there are a handful that are creating 
problems. “I recognised them when I saw 
their pictures,” she said. “By two or three or 
five p.m. they can be intimidating. Once 


no longer has human rights? The 
message we are getting in this city is 
that people are taking out the trash 
and some people don’t want the trash 
in their neighbourhood.” Trevor 
Gladue, vice president of the Metis 
Nation of Alberta said he is concerned 
about the issues within our police 
services in Edmonton. “Boyd said he 
would be accountable and transpar- 
ent. I am asking him to have an inde- 
pendent investigation to clear the 
air,” said Gladue. 

The next day, the Edmonton 
Journal ran a story, ‘It sure as hell 
happened to me’ about Phillip 
Dainard, a homeless man, who 
alleged that he was picked up on 
Whyte Avenue and dropped off near 
Namao October 2006. Dainard said 
he was changing his socks when he 
was picked up, and was taken, with- 
out his shoes, to where he was 
released. He said he walked “a long 
way” and finally caught a bus back to 
the south side. He never got his 
shoes back. Len Cardinal was with 
Phillip when he was picked up. 

February 2, 2007, Police Chief 
Boyd announced he had asked the 
police commission to call in the 
RCMP to investigate the Balwin inci- 
dent. ; ; 

February 14, 2007, Erica 
Nordheim from the office of Engel 
Brubaker said they are pleased the 
investigation will be conducted by the 
RCMP rather that as an internal 
investigation. She expressed some 
concern, however, over their choice of 
an officer in charge of the investigation. 


you've had too much to drink, you are a 
threat to the general population.” 

She sees lack of appropriate and 
affordable housing as the root cause of the 
problem. “Let’s make people safe. It’s not a 
choice. The price to come off the street right 
now is pretty high. It’s insurmountable for 
many people.” Appropriate housing is need- 
ed, safe, warm housing with supports 
because while there are the working poor 
who can benefit from affordable housing, 
there are those with all kinds of. other issues 
such as mental health problems and addic- 
tions. For some it may be impossible to give 
up the addiction, so they need housing 
where they can have the supports needed 
whether it is a caretaker, or a special facility 
like the Toronto Project. 

“If you don’t care about people, you 
should care about the cost,” Lowe said. “It’s 
a tremendous cost to keep homeless people 
on the street. She quoted from a study by 
Phillip Mangano in San Diago where he _ 
found the cost to be $200,000 ayearto  —— 
maintain one homeless person. In another #5 
study in New York City, policing for home- _ 
less people was found to be $34,000 per year 
per person. 


Homeless people fearful of speaking of incidents involving police officers 


Saturday, February 16, both Phillip 
Dainard and Len Martial expressed concerns 
over the attitude of some of the police officers 
they regularly encounter in the Whyte 
Avenue area since Dainard’s story "It sure as 
hell happened to me" was printed in the 
Edmonton Journal. 

While encounters with beat cops are 
part of living an exposed life on the street, 
Phillip said he has noticed a change in the 
way in which he is treated, and that he has 
racked up a number of fines while other peo- 
ple weren't fined for the same offence. "I did- 
n't put the dime on anyone," Phillip said, "I 
didn’t give any badge numbers or names, but 


they put the dime on me since the story was _ 


published." 

On or about February 10, he was 
issued two tickets, one for jaywalking and 
one for public intoxication. He said, "I was 
going from the church to the bottle depot 
with a cart load of bottles. Ricky was helping 
me. The light was red when I started across, 
but there was nobody driving." 

Ricky, another homeless man who 
lives near Whyte Avenue, said, "A guy ina 
truck went through the light, too. I don't 
know why they didn't go after the guy and 
give him a ticket. They just gave Phillip a 
ticket, and told me to take the cart and 
move on. Phillip got obnoxious because they 
charged him and not me." 

Phillip's outburst got him a second 
ticket for public intoxication. He said, "I 
started swearing at him and he said, 'that's 
public intoxication.’ I was taken to the cells. 


The desperate situations people find 
themselves in arise from circumstances 


such as no housing, no food, being just 
released from incarceration or transient situ- 
ations. There are the abused. Abuse comes 
in many forms. Some is racial and aimed at 
minorities. Some abuse is aimed at women 
and young adults. These types of abuse 
include spousal, incest, and other sexual 
abuses. Sexual abuse often involves acquain- 
tances, family or a spousal partner. 


Drug abuse is also a very large part of 


this situation desperate. I have noticed that 
drug abuse many times stems from people 
escaping the reality of the desperate situa- 
tions they find themselves in, including hav- 
3 ing to work the street corners and bars, 
being paid for sexual services in order to put 
food on the table, or obtain these drugs. 
Once again finding their situation desperate. 
One more major circumstance I see is 
the transient workforce that moves here and 
has no place to live. They find that housing 


They broke my watch again when they put 
the cuffs on, and cut the laces off my boots." 
He was booked, and released after signing a 
promissory note to appear on some warrants. 

Phillip is a resident of Whyte 
Avenue, whose sleeps in a camp behind a 
church where he is able to plug in a hair 
dryer that he says keeps him warm even in 
the coldest weather. "It's my furnace. In 
about five minutes it's almost like a sauna. I 
have to shut if off. Even when it was minus 
22 with a wind it was toasty warm under the 
covers. I stick my hairdryer in my boots to 
dry them out, too." 

Len Martial has also noticed a differ- 
ence in the way he is treated. He said, “It 
seems like since the story came out the cops 
are on my case. They keep telling me it's not 
true what I said and asked why are the pan- 
handlers on this side after them. They're say- 
ing I wasn't there. The Charles Rusnell guy 
(the Journal reporter) asked me what hap- 
pened, so I told him. I'm not going to back 
down, that's for sure. They ask me how come 
I got involved. Phillip is my street friend, my 
panhandling buddy.” 

Len clarified, however, that not all to 
the police officers are giving him a rough 
time. "It seems like it's those new guys they 
have out, the regular beat cops they're pretty 
cool," he said. 

Len is a homeless resident of the 
south side who has a camp beside a building 


a block off Whyte Avenue. 


He said there needs to be a place on the 
south side, like the Bissell Centre downtown 


Situation Desperate 


~is to expensive and very-unobtainable, there=-. 


fore they use up whatever resources they 
came here with to survive, find the cost of 
living is high and their resources soon run 
out, thus leaving a situation desperate. 

Education, resources, and contacts need- 
ed to climb the ladder out of these situations 
can be found in drop in centres such as the 
Jasper Place Health and Wellness Centre, 
Salvation Army, churches and shelters. 
Some of the resources found are employment 
counseling, which includes resume writing, 
fax and internet access, food and beverages 
for the hungry, clothing and blankets to keep 
warm, shelter during the day with safe and 
comfortable surroundings. 

Most importantly are the contacts 
made with people to help us help ourselves 
move forward out of the situation desperate. 
Beyond the building and place we must use 
the given resources to move forward onward 
and outward to new places, new beginnings, 
and new growth in success defeating these 





for homeless people to use as a drop in. 
Although Len also spoke about a couple of 
other incidents he later decided to keep them 
off the record. 





Len Martial 
a ere 


circumstances that got-us-in a-situation des- 
perate. We must keep our support we find at 
these places but yet move on to new jour- 
neys. The support truly comes from the peo- 
ple and not the place, yet the place is 
absolutely needed for the resources provided. 
It is the place where the people who have the 
resources build relationships with the people 
that are in desperate need of these 
resources. Metaphorically the place is there 
like a runway at an airport. The runway is 
used for landing and takeoff. But when 
you're flying you still have contact with the 
control tower. Thus it is with our precious 
contacts we make at resource centers such 
as these. 


This article is written in appreciation to 
Murray and Scottie at the JP HAWC, by 
Michael and Andrea. 

Through their love and support Michael 
and Andrea are now recovered from Situation 
Desperate. 


JP HAWC Opens Doors to Community Spirits 


There was a vigil for non-violence at the 
Jasper Place Health and Wellness Centre 
(JPHAWC). Scottie, who help create the 
drop in for people without homes 
and other community, played the guitar and 

_ sang songs of faith. “What Can I Bring?” was 
his message — “What may I do, to bring about 
non-violence?” Pedro, an inner city pastor, 
accompanied with a violin. 

“Why do we turn to the other in violence? 
Each of us carries value, how can we forget 
this? We witness our own apathy and permit 
violence to remain... Our sameness goes 
_ right to the bone. We are all a family. What 
affects one affects all of us.” 

Holly from JPHAWC, read a list of names, 
people who died by violence. Derrick 
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the event, along with Councilors Karen 
Leibovici, Linda Sloan, and David Eggenm 
and Jasper Place community partners that 
included members from St. Vincent de Paul, 
Edmonton Street News, Home Key 
Community Initiatives; neighborhood faith 
groups and business owners, the beat cops, 
people both housed and homeless, communi- 
ty... | think even the mailman was there. 

Josh Hunt’s parents, Gary and Julie, 
were there. Josh died recently when he was 
stabbed at a party - a teenager who just went 
to a party in his neighborhood and never 
came home. Josh’s father spoke against the 
insanity of violence. The Hunt’s loss is 
shared. Too many of us are losing our chil- 
dren to violence. Me included. 

My own boy was stabbed at a party. He 
survived it, but I witnessed something about 
our attitudes towards violence because of it. 


The stabbing made him popular. Half the 
school showed up at his hospital bed, many 
who didn’t even know him. When he went 
back to school, he refused to button up his 
shirt, choosing instead to show off the white 
bandage that patched the hole in his chest. 
He wore it like a badge of honor. And he was 
treated like a folk hero because of it. He held 
onto the attention like a skin to grow into. He 
went to wilder parties. He was shot dead a 
few years later. His death did nothing to stop 
the violence. Another kid died, in retaliation. 
Too many parents are crying for their kids. 

Maybe Josh’s death can bring this sense- 
less culture of violence to its knees. Tell me, 
why do we give our children violent movies to 
watch and tell them that it is good entertain- 
ment? Can we please just stop the violence. 

by Gail Kelly 


Edmonton Street News 
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Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, par- 
ents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprece- 
dented wealth. 









Still confused about climate change? 
Don't be embarrassed. You have every right 
to be confused. In fact, you may be intended 
to be confused. After all, the Harper govern- 
ment's answer to concerns about greenhouse 
gases was to pass a Clean Air Act that aims 
at air pollution, not climate change. That was 
in Rona Ambrose's time as environment min- 
ister.This is the era of John Baird. 

Rona Ambrose seemed to believe what 
she said: scientific judgment is still out on 
climate change; in any case, Canada can't 
(shouldn't?) do very much on its own to try 
to make a difference. Not with all those nasty 
third-world countries and their greedy, 
grasping poor pumping out greenhouse gases 
like there's no tomorrow. 

What does Minister Baird believe? My 
guess: he believes and says anything he 
thinks might him become Prime Minister one 
day. He goes to a climate change meeting in 
Europe and comes back talking like a true 
believer—or at least as close to that as possi- 
ble for a Harper-led conservative. He even 
cools the rhetoric against the Kyoto Protocol. 
Climate change now officially exists in 
Ottawa, and it could be a bit of a problem. 

Then—out of the smoggy, woggy 
blue—comes word from the automobile 
industry: "If politicians are serious about 


Letter to Ray Danyluk 


The author of this letter to Ray Danyluk, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 
likes to share his views with the honourable 
ladies and gentlemen of the Alberta Cabinet. 
Watch for further letters in future issues of 
ESN. 


Dear Ray, 


Congratulations on your new duties at 
Municipal Affairs and Housing. The 
Legislature is so full of pasty city boys these 
days that it's a real treat to see a good sub- 
stantial guy in politics, a man who proudly 
takes up some real space, has enough to him 
that you won’t miss him if he turns side- 
ways. 

__And setting up the housing task force 
right away shows all the wind blowing in 
your ears while you've been racing your hog 
down the highway hasn't blown your grey 
matter out either. Housing-- now there's an 
issue that was soon going to blow up in 
Alberta. I don't think we could have gone 
much longer with the news full of stories 
about rents going up and the socialists and 
greedy municipal politicians coming up with 
flimsy tear-jerker so-called “counts” of home- 
less people showing thousands of poor people 
living on the streets without there being 
pressure for the government to do something. 

But you and Ed cooked up exactly the 
right thing to do-- right on boys! A task force, 
complete with a couple of token opposition 
pinko politicians who couldn't dare say no to 
the invitation to be on it. A timeline so fast if 
a person blinks it will have been in and out 
of town, and a requirement to report on an 
immensely complex issue within a few weeks 
so there’s no danger of getting at real 
answers that might involve uncomfortable 
public actions and spending. Invite all the 
real players to visit with you in private and 


cutting motor-vehicle emissions, the most 
direct way would be to get heavily polluting 
old vehicles off the roads as part of an 'inte- 
grated approach,’ automakers told a parlia- 
mentary committee Tuesday." (From a 
Canadian Press story carried by several 
media on or near Tuesday, February 6, 
2007). 

Just when you thought it was safe 
to talk about greenhouse gases, climate 
change, and Kyoto; just when you thought 
you understood the difference between green- 
house gases and air pollution; along comes 
the Canadian Vehicle Manufacturers’ 
Association (CVMA) to confuse you again. 

The CVMA's position on emissions is 
bafflegab. It is confusing on the issues of 
greenhouse gases, and that may be inten- 
tional. No amount of emissions control 
equipment no installed in vehicles (and 
absent or disabled in old "clunkers") will 
reduce the amount of CO2 (carbon dioxide, 
the main greenhouse gas) produced by inter- 
nal combustion engines. 

The only way to do that is to reduce 
the size of engines or use a hybrid internal 
combustion/electric engine. Not the CVMA, 
not Minister Baird, not Prime Minister 
Harper (certainly not our Premier Stelmach) 
seems excited by either of those options. The 
CVMA is talking about emissions that cause 
air pollution (smog, when concentrations in 
the air are high enough), just like Rona 
Ambrose did, and like Harper and Baird still 
sometimes do. It is not talking about carbon 
dioxide. 

Air pollution is a serious problem. 
We can't ignore it. But the great majority 
of scientists tell us that greenhouse gases 
that cause climate change are the more 
urgent problem. If scientists are right, it is 
past time to do something about greenhouse 
gases. If they're wrong, we are safe. But do 
you really want to risk the futures of your 
children and grandchildren—and of the plan- 
et—on the diminishing possibility of that 
possibility? Wouldn't you want to do some- 
thing—something effective—about the prob- 
lem? 

That the question we should be 
asking Steven Harper, John Baird, Ed 
Stelmach, the CVMA, George W. Bush, and 
anyone else who still wants to wait and see 


give everyone else two minutes to present 
their ideas and keep the line moving. You’re 
making it look caring and responsive but 
assuring it will be able to churn out some 
bafflegab about homelessness being every- 
one's problem, how there are things the 
developers can do and things for churches 
and charities to do, and demand the federal 
government come up with some money for it 
all—generate a report vague enough that not 
much needs to happen and that still sound 
like its trying to solve the problem. 

Talk about how moving it was to hear 
from all those people who shared their sto- 
ries about struggling with housing problems, 
how impressed you are by their courage in 
sharing their personal experiences, how you 
want to make sure no Albertan experiences 
such things in the future. 

Toss in a few scraps like loosening the 
laws about basement suites and a few mil- 
lion bucks for more mats on the floor in the 
homeless shelters. Focus on getting some 
housing built for those who are getting by, 
even if they're not exactly prospering, and 
then no one will care if you ignore real solu- 
tions for those who are really at the bottom. 
And be sure to keep a nice juicy role for the 
private sector to be able to get whatever 
money you do put into things-- we've been a 
bit thin on corporate welfare the last while 
and you don't want them getting all upset if 
you do something silly like reserve the fund- 
ing for non-profits that want to work on the 
problem. 

Once you wrap all that up in a fancy 
package the headlines will celebrate that our 
new government is getting on with solving 
our housing problems and I bet you no one 
even notices the difference between the 50 or 
60 million dollars you put into it all and the 
five or six billion dollars of surplus money 
socked away in the public coffers for this 





on the issue of climate change. (Remember 
Albert Einstein's definition of insanity: "Doing 
the same thing over and over again and 
expecting different results." In this case, the 
different results being the ones our political 
and corporate leaders would rather get.) 

Instead of answering the question, 
Baird and Harper spend much time and 
advertising money attacking the Liberals and 
their leader, Stephanie Dion, for doing noth- 
ing when in power. They're right: the Liberals 
and Dion did not do very much. But Harper, 
Ambrose, and Baird haven't done very much 
either (besides talk). And remember that the 
Harper Conservatives in opposition would 
have tried to incinerate (symbolically, with 
good Alberta petroleum) the minority Liberal 
government of Paul Martin had they (the 
Liberals) tried to do something about climate 
change. By doing nothing, the Liberals and 
Dion did exactly what the Conservatives— 
and Harper, and Baird—wanted them to do, 
and what the Harperites may still want to do, 
if they can. 

Is it surprising, then, that the 
CVMA might want to keep boiling the pot of 
confusion? Note how self-serving the CVMA 
position really is. Taking all the old "clunk- 
ers" off the road will not help the climate 
change problem. But it will create a demand 
for new cars. Cheap cars. And who do you 
think is hanging out in China right now, 
seeking deals with Chinese auto makers to 
produce cheap vehicles for the North 
American market? 

Banning "clunkers" would hurt 
poor people more than anyone else. It might 
reduce air pollution, but it would not reduce 
greenhouse gases. Strategies that might do 
both—cheaper, better, and cleaner public 
transportation for a start—aren't even on the 
radar. Not at the CVMA. Not in Ottawa. 

Confusion thrives on confusion, often to 
the benefit of political and corporate leaders. 

As any Alberta rancher will tell you: fresh 
rhetorical manure—political, corporate, even 
scientific—flows downhill. Just like the real 
stuff. (Along with some rhetorical bovine 
methane, another greenhouse gas.) That's 
where the folks who drive old "clunkers" can 
be found. (And maybe a few "idealists" who 
worry about climate change. 


year. 
Along the way be sure to throw in lots of 
good old boy talk. Let the good Dr. Taft 
sound like a university prof about all this-- 
no one cares what you do Ray, just make 
sure when people listen to you they think 
you could be own son, kind of gruff and 
blunt, a real good hearted guy, not one to 
play a bunch of political games. Then you 
can do whatever you want. 

I'm getting more and more confident the 
next provincial election is going to be a land- 
slide for Ed and you and the gang—you’re 
coming across as a welcome change from 
that in-your-face arrogance that was getting 
folks a bit tired of Ralph with your earnest 
rosy-cheeked (even behind that big black 
beard!) eagerness to be nice guys, putting it 
all out there for us to see. I don't know who's 
coaching you on it all but you are smooth 
and it's going to serve you well. You've got it 
down to a tee, Ray—in fact it might be worth 
taking young Lyle Oberg aside and coaching 
him a bit or he's going to slip up with that 
royalty review sounding too much like the old 
days, and we don't want that. 

Homes for all, Ray, homes for all! That's 
what they want to hear. 


Ted White 


{==< Hugh MacDonald, MLA 
eels, Edmonton-Gold Bar 
Edmonton Gold Bar Constituency Office 
#102, 7024 -101 Avenue, NW 


Edmonton, Alberta, T6A 0H7 
Tel: 414-1015 Fax: 414-1017 
e-mail:hugh.macdonald@assembly.ab.ca 
website: www. liberalopposition.com 
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The wages of poverty is death: U of A study 


By Allan Sheppard 

The January edition of the Journal of 
Cardiology reports on a study by doctors at 
the University of Alberta. 

The report says something disturbing: if 
you have low socio-economic status—that is, 
if you are poor, if you do not have a good 
education, if you do not have a good job, and 
if you do not have respect and support in the 
community (1) — you pay a price when it 
comes to myocardial infarction (a heart 
attack caused by blocked arteries feeding the 
heart muscle), compared to someone who is 
better off than you are: 

You have a bigger chance of having a 
heart attack. 

You have a smaller chance of getting the 
best treatment after a heart attack. 

You have a bigger chance of dying within 
a year after your heart attack. 

And note this: "Because of possible 
effects of health insurance coverage," the 
doctors did their study in Alberta, "where all 
residents are fully insured for medically nec- 
essary services." 

To simplify: Access to effective heart 
attack care in Alberta does not depend on 
your ability to pay for it. (Peace. I know there 
are issues. Later.) 

The researchers looked at the records of 
5,622 patients who received emergency care 
for heart attack between April 1998 and 
March 2002 Those who survived had signifi- 
cantly different outcomes.after one year, 
depending on their socio-economic status: of 
the lowest group, slightly more than one- 
third (36 per cent) received angioplasty treat- 
ment (2) or coronary bypass surgery, com- 
pared with almost half (50 per cent) of the 
highest group; almost one-fifth (19.1 per 
cent) of the lowest group died, compared with 
under one-tenth (9.1 per cent) of the highest 
group. 

There's more: The chance of needing 
emergency room treatment for a heart attack 
is "72 per cent higher" for the lowest group, 
compared to the highest. For every 100 ~ 
emergency room heart attack visits from the 
highest socio-economic group, there are 172 
from the lowest. 

The report's conclusion is devastating, in 
spite of its academic blandness: "Given the 
influence of socioeconomic status on mortali- 
ty (death rate) after acute myocardial infarc- 
tion and the key role of revascularization 
(aggressive treatment, such as angioplasty 
and coronary bypass) in modulating this 
relationship (preventing death), our study 
has important implications for access to and 
process of cardiac care." 

Important implications, indeed! Here 
some of them: 


1.The best way to treat a heart attack is 
to prevent it. This requires access to a com- 
petent family doctor and, when necessary, a 
competent heart specialist. Many Albertans 
in the lowest socio-economic groups do not 
have—and cannot find—a family doctor. 
Without a referral from a family doctor, you 
cannot see a specialist for preventive care. 

2.The best way, according to the report, 
to prevent a second (or third) heart attack— 
or death—is to monitor the state of the heart 
and its arteries and take aggressive steps 
when necessary. Again, this is only possible 
if you have a family doctor, with access to 
specialist. 

3.In both cases, a visit to an emergency 
room is the only option. Unless you have an 
urgent problem, it is tempting and éasy to 
avoid visits to emergency rooms. At best, 
they are inconvenient; at worst, they can be 
humiliating. 

4.The doctor shortage, especially at the 
family practice level, is a disgrace in one of 
the wealthiest jurisdictions in the world. 

One reason is that our medical schools 
do not graduate enough doctors, in part 
because we do not fund enough classroom 
Spaces and residencies to train as many as 
we need 

Another reason is that we do not seem to 
pay doctors competitive rates compared to 
other attractive jurisdictions. The option of 
privatizing health care seems attractive to 
some of our leaders, but while that might 
help the wealthy who already do well by the 
system, at least for heart care, it is hard to 
see how the poor would be any better off. 

5.The doctors are wrong: not everyone 
who lives in Alberta has access to free health 
care. For the poorest Albertans, health care 
premiums are a deterrent, even with subsi- 
dies available from the province for the poor- 
est of the poor. Those with overdue premi- 
ums are often afraid to seek preventive or fol- 
low-up care, even though it is fairly safe to 
assume that no one will be turned away, 
especially at an emergency room. 

And even when their payments are up to 
date, some lower-income Albertans may be 
reluctant to see treatment, especially when 
they fear their condition is serious, for fear 
they will be told to stay home from work, 
without income support. 

Why do we allow such things to place 
unfair and unnecessary health care burdens 
on the poor? I suspect that at least part of 
the problem lies in a religious kind of market 
fundamentalism that has supporters in 
Alberta (and in places like the Fraser 
Institute, which has more influence here 
than it deserves). In this ideology, the great- 
est virtue is wealth, and the greatest sin is 


Affordable Housing Task Force Rallies Public Opinion 


In February, the Affordable Housing Task 
Force held community meetings in nine loca- 
tions throughout the province, where 
Albertans were invited to share their ideas on 
housing. The public invitation read as fol- 
lows:The Alberta Affordable Housing Task 
Force wants to know what cost-effective solu- 
tions you would propose to address home- 
lessness and affordable housing, including 
subsidized rental and home ownership. You 
are welcome to present your ideas at the fol- 
lowing community walk-in meetings. 
Locations that hosted the task force inquiry 
included Grande Prarie, Fort McMurray, 
Edmonton, Red Deer, Hinton, Elk Point, 
Medicine Hat, Lethbridge, and Calgary. 

There are a number of ways you can give 
your input. You can e-mailaffordable.hous- 
ing@gov.ab.ca, fax (780) 422 4923 or mail to 
Municipal Affairs and Housing, 

Secretariat/ Affordable Housing Task Force, 
18th floor, Commerce Place, 10155 - 102 
Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 4L4. A discus- 
sion framework and an online submission 
form will be available on the website after 





February 12 at 
www.municipalaffairs.gov.ab.ca. The same 
website will also give you more information 
about the task force and its activities. The 
deadline for submissions was February 28, 
but please feel free to write down your views 
and submit to this paper. A summary of the 
finding will follow next issue.For more infor- 
mation contact: Marilyn Wakaruk, 
CommunicationsAlberta Affordable Housing 
Task Force(780) 427 8862 By Allan Sheppard 


Bruce Miller 


MLA, Edmonton-Glenora 


#207 10110-124 St 
ie lpateypycolaWa\ sie fey) Mii nde) 
Phone: 455-7979 Fax: 455-2197 


edmonton.glenora@assembly.ab.ca 
http://www.brucemiller.ca 


ng 


Your voice in Alherta’s Legislative Assembly 





poverty. And in this, as in the fundamental- 
ism that grew out of some Christian theology, 
the wages of sin is death. 

Only these days, sins against the market 
have a better chance of being punished than 
sins against the teachings of more conven- 
tional religions. 

Postscript—I am aware that lifestyle 
choices, including smoking, have a bearing 
on the risk of heart attack and death from 
heart attack among the poor. More on that 
issue later. 

If you want to read the Journal of cardi- 
ology report yourself, you can fin it online at 
http: / /www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob= 
ArticleURL&_udi=B6TDC-4MRF 1 1P- 

98& user=10& _coverDate=01%2F31%2F2007 
& rdoc=9& fmt=full&_orig=browse& srch=do 
c 

info(%23toc%235 195%232007%2399879999 
8%236407 13%23FLA%23display%23Volume) 
&_cdi=5195& _sort=d&_docanchor=&view=c& 
_ct=29& acct=C000050221& version=1& url 
Version=08&_userid=10&md5=55c12d71552e 
572a880e€659223598646. Or you might pre- 
fer to google "Effects of Socioeconomic Status 
on Mortality after Acute Myocardial 
Infarction" and follow the links to the 
ScienceDirect web site. 

lsee 
http: //www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/stu 
dents/earlycld/ea71k5.htm. 

2. "Angioplasty is the mechanical widen- 
ing of a narrowed or totally obstructed blood 
vessel.," often using a tiny balloon. 


PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


Protecting Our Environment 


Since taking office a year ago, the Conservative Government 
has acted decisively to implement the changes that Canadians 
elected them to make. Canadians have been telling the Govern- 
ment that the environment is one of their top concerns and so 
the Government is listening and taking action to address impor- 
tant environmental issues that for too Jong were neglected by our 
leaders. 


The Conservative Government, in consultation with prov- 
inces and industry, is taking a focused approach built on priori- 
ties that include CO2 sequestration, clean coal, clean oil sands 
production, and renewable energy. 


With the introduction of the Clean Air Act, the Government 
has created Canada’s first integrated and comprehensive ap- 
proach to tackle air pollution and green house gas emissions. 


In addition, the Government recently committed $2 billion to 
ecoEnergy, an initiative aimed at addressing important sources 
of emissions and air pollutants, promoting the use of less energy 
and the use of cleaner energy. 


The initiative includes three main programs. First, the 
ecoEnergy Technology Initiative will commit $230 million for 
clean energy technology that will ensure Canada is a leader in 
environmentally sound technological advancements, 


Second, the ecoEnergy Renewables Initiative will invest 
$1.5 billion towards increasing Canada’s renewable energy sup- 
plies. 


And finally, the ecoENERGY Efficiency Initiative will allow 
Homeowners and small business owners to access $300 million 
in financial and other support measures for efficiency improve- 
ments to homes and businesses. 


In addition, the Conservative Government has set aside a 
further $1.5 billion for the Eco-Trust Initiative to assist all prov- 
inces in funding projects that will result in cleaner air and lower 
green house gas emissions. 

Rather than simply talking about environmental issues, the 
Conservative Government is taking real action that will protect 
our air, land and water for future generations. 


What do you think? 


495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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SOUPLINE BOB 


I'VE GOT THE 
CURE, BUT WHAT 
l IS THE DISEASE? 







BY LINDA DUMONT 






Earn Money! Become a vendor. Sell Edmonton saul News 
For information and to sign up, call 428-0805. 
Vendors buy papers for 50 cents a copy and sell them for the price of a donation. 
To buy papers, call Angelique at 428-0805 - North Side 
ees Brittney at 970-8482 - Whyte er ae 


9312-109 Avenue, Call first. 


Soupline Bob -The comic book. 


On sale now 
Buy from a vendor or directly from Linda Dumont 428-0805 






How to get free food from a quality restaurant] 


Have you ever known a restaurant to be sold out of | your any food, go to another, then to another until you are 










food, refusing to serve the patrons because others have successful. : ; . : 
bought up all the food? This just doesn’t happen. Cautions: While these tactics worked well for me 15 E 
Restaurants throw out buckets of unsold food after each years ago, restaurants today may refuse to give you their 
meal change, and when they close. It’s your job to get excess food because they’re afraid youll get food poisoning. 
some of what they would usually throw out before it’s So while they'll sell you their food, they'll throw it in the : 
thrown away. garbage or give it to charity instead of giving it to you. This 

Invest a few dollars in a three liter (or larger, if you policy is inherently wicked because it causes needless suf- 
have a family) plastic container with a lid, sold at your ferings. a, 
local hardware store. Rinse out your container. A dirty Some restaurant managers or owners will find a con- 
container will spoil your chances of having a restaurant stant flow of hungry people a nuisance, others will se see D4 
put food in. You may carry your plastic container around correctly, as a way to earn great karma with Wh m ver is a 
with you in.a doubled plastic shopping bag. in charge of deciding your fate when you leave. thi cartaly) 

Knock at the back door of any restaurant. When place. To the best of my knowledge, all of the ae 
someone answers, politely say that you’re hungry, and gious commend their followers in giving to charity, 


would he or she please fill your container with what would although you shouldnt become a charily case yourself by se 


otherwise be thrown out. Going to a restaurant five to ten giving too much to others. Perhaps restaurant owners will | 
minutes before closing time works, especially as at those now have a more enlightened policy regarding their a 
buffet style places that serve food in large trays. foods instead of wasting it. oe Ne A 
You may take your children with you if you have If you have money left over after meeting your own | 
any. Don’t be afraid to walk in the restaurant front door. needs, offer to take the next panhandler who asks you for | 
Politely ask for food. Don’t be hostile if you are turned spare change to a restaurant for a meal, your treat. mt 
away. Just say, “God bless you.” And leave. Perhaps the Even if you aren’t poor and hungry, try taking the & 
person’s heart will be changed for the next hungry and steps I’ve outlined to see is you can get free food, then Sve: 
destitute person who enters the restaurant. Remember it to someone in need. Avoid this type of scrounging if you 
that you want only food the restaurant can’t sell because have money, but if you need it, it’s all yours, a gift of sur ; 


no one will buy it. It’s leftovers, sort of like USDA surplus vival. 
commodities that you, of course, are anxious to eat. = ee 

Try to ask different restaurants every day. Showing By Rav Avrutis, Washington, DC 
up once or twice a week at any one place is enough. Of : s oust) 
course, if you are fortunate enough to establish a good 
rapport with someone, then you could go back every day. 

If you are asked to do something to help the restau- 
rant, such as take out the garbage, do so if you are physi- 
cally able to. They help you and you help them. They may 
even offer you a job that includes free meals if they like 
you, and an opening become available. 

Ask for plastic eating utensils if you need them, and a 





Can’t find Edmonton Street News qq 


on the street? 


Get a years subscription for $30. 
Send your cheque or money order to: 








napkin, so you aren’t forced to eat your food like a cave Linda Dumont a 
dweller. Have good interpersonal skills. If the restaurant is Edmonton Street News 
crowded, you can leave without asking for food. Go to the 9312-109 Avenue 





next place. The object is to make your needs known, but 
not to interfere with the restaurant’s normal functioning. 
‘Remember, by serving you what they would otherwise 
throw away they’re doing you a favour, too. Say thank you. 
Some restaurants give their throw away food to a 

_ charity. Ask the person who works there if you may have 
some of that food yourself. Just tell the restaurant employ- 
ee that you need charity yourself, or ask for the charity’s 
address. Go there in person with your container. 

Be sober and respectful. If one restaurant won’t give 
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